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fact. It appreciated that the stagnation of the Disarmament
Conference would force the country into war again in spite of
herself, and that the Ottawa Conference would not really free
Britain of her continental obligations, though permitting her to
play the ostrich for a long time. The group anxious to act upon
its awakened consciousness was weak, disorganised by internal
dissension and the break-away from the Socialist Party of the
so-called Neo-Socialists like Marquet, Deat and de Monzie, who
soon evolved as Neo-Fascists, and handicapped by the fierce
opposition of the Communists, for whom at that time the
Socialists, those " slaves of Fascism '*, were of no more account
than the Fascists themselves.
Reactionaries of every hue, on the other hand, emboldened
' by the success  of their  great masters, Hitler and  Mussolini,
gathered together and joined forces with the obvious intention
of " marching on Paris ** at a signal from de la Rocque at the
head of his Croix de feu.
The Stavisky affair provided a welcome opportunity, and they
immediately plunged the country, where tension was already
high, into a state of feverish excitement, reminiscent of the not
so very distant days of General Boulanger's attempts at dictator-
ship. That not one of the better-known Left-Wing names could
be connected with the affair did not suit their malicious purposes.
They were compelled, therefore, to descend to the foulest
methods, sowing suspicion and discrediting those politicians who
stood for the Republic in the eyes of the people, in order to
create the right atmosphere of the " 18th Brumaire **. The
mysterious death of Prince, who may have committed suicide
for fear that the enquiry would reveal his double life and dis-
astrous financial position, as well as a 100,000 francs loan made
to him by persons unknown, and whose disappearance was made
more sensational by dramatic developments, in the true style of
a French mystery thriller, in an attempt to save the family
honour, gave rise to the story of a political " gang **, with Camille
Chautemps as leader, and his brother-in-law Pessard, the Public
Prosecutor, Prince's superior, as suspected murderer.
Pessard, however, lacked the physical resistance to withstand
such a campaign of hate, and literally went to pieces. Salengro,
Minister of the Interior in the first Popular Front Government
under Blum, was to lack the mental stability and committed
suicide as a result of the hideous attacks published in Gringoire
denouncing him as a deserter. Chautemps never recovered from
the blow which almost succeeded in finishing the traditional
political power of his family. He made up his mind thenceforth